
SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHIC RESOURCES  

ON  

SEXUALITY AND CHRISTIAN FAITH 
 

This is a list of the best books on sexuality in the Christian faith, especially regarding questions 

relating to LGBTQ. This list reflects a decade of study, reading, ministry, and conversation as 

broadly as possible. In the spirit of honesty, this list also reflects a sense of personal taste and 

perspective. It is a list of books I have found the most helpful, substantive, well-argued, 

accessible, and convincing, and that list just so happens to include more than are in the 

affirmative category than not. At the same time, I have included many books that I think make 

the best case for different perspectives. In any case, the goal was to provide an easy literature 

guide for persons interested in informing themselves on these issues, but who don’t have the time 

or energy or expertise to sort through the mountain of books and articles on the topic.  

 

We will begin with a short list of essentials, and then divide into sub-topics for an expanded list. 

The books are listed in alphabetical order. 

 

ESSENTIALS 
 

Farley, Margaret A. Just Love: A Framework for Christian Sexual Ethics. New York: 

Continuum, 2008.  

 

Furnish, Victor. The Moral Teachings of Paul: Selected Issues. 3rd Edition. Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 2009.  

 

Gushee, David P. Changing Our Mind. Canton, MI: Read the Spirit Books, 2017. 

 

Williams, Rowan. “The Body’s Grace.” [Found in the Hefling and Rogers Jr. volumes above, but 

accessible online for free in many places: http://www.abc.net.au/religion/the-bodys-

grace/10101214].  

 

GENERAL WORKS ON SEXUALITY 
 

Coakley, Sarah. God, Sexuality, and the Self; An Essay ‘On the Trinity’. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 2013.  

 

Farley, Margaret A. Just Love: A Framework for Christian Sexual Ethics. New York: 

Continuum, 2008.  

 

Hefling, Charles, ed. Our Selves, Our Souls & Bodies: Sexuality and the Household of God. 

Boston: Cowley Publications, 1996.  



 

Jensen, David H. God, Desire, and a Theology of Human Sexuality. Louisville, KY: Westminster 

John Knox Press, 2013.  

 

Rogers Jr., Eugene F. Sexuality and the Christian Body: Their Way into the Triune God. New 

York: Wiley-Blackwell, 1999. 

 

Song, Robert. Covenant and Calling: Toward a Theology of Same-Sex Relationships. New York: 

SCM Press, 2014.  

 

HISTORY AND TRADITION 
,  

Boswell, John. Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality: Gay People in Western 

Europe from the Beginning of the Christian Era to the Fourteenth Century. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 1980.  

 

Crompton, Louis. Homosexuality and Civilization. Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of 

Harvard University Press, 2003.  

 

Wheeler-Reed, David. Regulating Sex in the Roman Empire: Ideology, the Bible, and the Early 

Christians. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2017.  

 

HOMOSEXUALITY // SAME-SEX ATTRACTION 
 

Brownson, James V. Bible, Gender, Sexuality: Reframing the Church’s Debate on Same-Sex 

Relationships. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2013.  

 

Furnish, Victor. The Moral Teachings of Paul: Selected Issues. 3rd Edition. Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 2009.  

 

Hays, Richard B. The Moral Vision of the New Testament: Community, Cross, New Creation: A 

Contemporary Introduction to New Testament Ethics. New York: HarperOne Publishing, 

1996.  

 

Loader, William P. The New Testament on Sexuality. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2012. 

 

Martin, Dale B. Sex and the Single Savior: Gender and Sexuality in Biblical Interpretation. 

Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2006.  

 

Scroggs, Robin. The New Testament and Homosexuality. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1983. 

 

GENDER AND TRANSGENDER 



 

DeFranza, Megan K. Sex Difference in Christian Theology: Male, Female, and Intersex in the 

Image of God. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2015. 

 

Hartke, Austen. Transforming; The Bible and the Lives of Transgender Christians. Louisville, 

KY: Westminster John Knox, 2018. 

 

Hornsby, Teresa J. and Deryn Guest. Transgender, Intersex, and Biblical Interpretation. Atlanta, 

SBL Press, 2016. 

 

Yarhouse, Mark A. Understanding Gender Dysphoria: Navigating Transgender Issues in a 

Changing Culture. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2015.  

 

QUEER THEOLOGY 
 

Cheng, Patrick S. Radical Love: An Introduction to Queer Theology. New York; Seabury Books, 

2011.  

 

Tonstad, Linn Marie. Queer Theology: Beyond Apologetics. Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2018. 

 

POPULAR LEVEL 
 

Baldok, Kathy. Walking the bridgeless Canyon: Repairing the Breach Between the Church and 

the LGBT Community. Reno, NY: Canyonwalker Press, 2014. 

 

Gushee, David P. Changing Our Mind. Canton, MI: Read the Spirit Books, 2017. 

 

Knust, Jennifer Wright. Unprotected Texts: The Bible’s Surprising Contradictions About Sex and 

Desire. New York: HarperOne, 2012. 

 

Lee, Justin. Torn: Rescuing the Gospel from the Gays-vs.-Christians Debate. New York: Jericho 

Books, 2012. 

 

Sprinkle, Preston. People to Be Loved: Why Homosexuality is Not Just an Issue. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan, 2015. 

 

ANTHOLOGIES // COMPILATIONS 
 

Ellison Marvin M. and Kelly Brown Douglas, eds. Sexuality and the Sacred: Sources for 

Theological Reflection. 2nd Edition. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2010. 

 



Rogers Jr., Eugene F., ed. Theology and Sexuality: Classic and Contemporary Readings. New 

York: Wiley-Blackwell, 2002. 

 

Siker, Jeffrey S., ed. Homosexuality in the Church: Both Sides of the Debate. Louisville, KY: 

Westminster John Knox Press, 1994. 

 

Thatcher, Adrian, ed. The Oxford Handbook of Theology, Sexuality, and Gender. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2017.  

 

IMPORTANT ARTICLES 
 

Hays, Richard B. “Relations Natural and Unnatural: A Response to John Boswell’s Exegesis of 

Romans 1.” Journal of Religious Ethics 14 (1986): 186-215.  

 

Johnson, Luke Timothy, “Homosexuality & the Church: Scripture and Tradition,” Commonweal 

Magazine, Last modified June 11, 2007. 

https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/homosexuality-church-0. 

 

Williams, Rowan. “The Body’s Grace.” [Found in the Hefling and Rogers Jr. volumes above, but 

accessible online for free in many places: http://www.abc.net.au/religion/the-bodys-

grace/10101214].  

 

 


