Casting Peace Upon the Earth

Thomas Robinson, Advent 2, December 7, 2014

Luke 2:1-14

*In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went
to be registered, each to his own town.

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city
of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.

® And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger (feed trough),
because there was no place for them in the inn.

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with great fear. *® And the angel said to them,

"Don’t be afraid, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the

people. ** For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Messiah, Lord.

2 And this will be the sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and

lying in @ manger.”

3 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
4 "Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among people, focus of his favor!”

Matthew 10:34-39

34 "Do not think that | came to cast peace upon the earth. | have not come to cast peace,
but a sword. 35 For | have come to divide —‘a man against his father, and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 3¢ And the person’s enemies will be
those of their own household’ [Micah 7:6].

37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 32 And whoever does not take his cross and
follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever has found his life/soul will lose it, and whoever has
lost his life/soul for my sake will find it.”

Isaiah 9:6
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and
his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Luke 2:34-35 When Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus to the Temple
34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of
many will be revealed-- and a sword will pass through your own life/soul too.”

Luke 19:38, 41-42 Jesus approaches the city of Jerusalem and the Temple

38 [The people were] saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in
heaven and glory in the highest!” ... 41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it,
42 saying, “Would that you had known on this day, even you, the things that make for peace! But now
they are hidden from your eyes.”




John 16:33

33 “| have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have
tribulation. But take heart; | have overcome the world.”

From Augustus to a Feed Trough

The Gospel always seeks to open our eyes, renew our minds, to help us see the truth that the
world at its deepest, most important level is far different from what we’re often told.
Advent is the story of a “coming,” an invasion of a baby, a heavenly army, a new/old
story, a new paradigm of reality. It’s a story that’s exhilarating, depressing, tender,
horrific, full of symbolic elements and gritty reality. It challenges us to look and listen.

We start with the song of the invading angel army: “Peace on Earth...” “Great joy for all
people.” We set those words beside Jesus’ surprising warning: “Don’t think that | came to
cast peace on the earth....” Both are given to us. What’s going on? What can we see?

Luke’s narrative from the very beginning challenges us readers to see the paradox of events.
Place yourself back in the Roman world of the 1°t cent. when Luke first was read. You
didn’t grow up with Christmas carols but with public celebrations of the emperor.
“Caesar Augustus” was past like Lincoln, if Lincoln had served 12 4-year terms, and died
in office. He was the great peace-maker, benefactor, savior, god, origin of “Good News.”

Here he defines one of two contrasting stories: The Roman controllers, taxers, governors, who
can send everyone scurrying. Power, money, violence. All the stuff we love to celebrate in
our movies. All the stuff that’s real, that really matters. Or is it unreal and passing?

Then the other story: Joseph and Mary, betrothed, 9 months pregnant, scurrying to pay tax
in a village on the edge of empire, Bethlehem. The baby comes, the anticipated son (Lk 1).
She wraps him tight and lays him in a feed trough, the best available cradle.

God breaks in with his Good News, not to Caesar but to shepherds. The world’s Savior is born,
the anointed king, the Lord. His sign is the feed trough where he lies as a baby. A vast
angelic army breaks in, singing God’s glory and Peace for people because God favors them.

What is Peace?

Peace is a challenge. It’s the end of conflict/war. That’s hard, perhaps impossible. It's people
getting along, respecting each other, treating each other fairly, honorably. It's Shalom,
wholeness, when people are true to God, caring for their neighbor, creating justice. It's a
fruit of the Spirit, a deep God-given reality, peace that passes understanding, guarding us.

But “Peace” is also a human word that’s slippery and deceptive. We want peace in our family
our way, peace with in-laws, peace in our group allied with Roman power, or peace in our
group — our own “we” — fighting fiercely against the Romans. We are defined against them.
We have our stories in which we are peace-makers. Someone else is the cause of trouble.

Jesus warns his disciples that he’s casting a sword, slicing through that world. Cutting through
natural structures (Micah), calling to a new love! “Whoever doesn’t take up... the sword(?) ...
his cross”! That baby in the feed trough was the sword. He disturbs, messes up the order
and identity of our lives. If you’ve already got it, you’ll lose it. But if you’ve lost your life, your
identity, your us vs. them, your base of security and power for his sake, you will find it!

We live in a world of trouble. It matters whether you live in the story of Augustus or of the
baby in the feed trough. Every good structure, good relationship is also corruptible. Again
and again we are called to self-giving love, to take up not the sword but the cross, to
create the way of peace, with equity, honor, love. We are called to live the story of Jesus.




Luke 2:1-14 — Casting Peace Upon the Earth
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Matthew 10:34-39
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ESV-1saiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.
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ESV-1saiah 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to
Zion, "Your God reigns."
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ESV 1saiah 53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.
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ESV 1saiah 54:10 For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love
shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed," says the LORD, who
has compassion on you.
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ESV'Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to
God and approved by men. ** So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual
upbuilding.

NRS Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace
and joy in the Holy Spirit. 8 The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and has human
approval. *° Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.
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ESV Philippians 4:5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; ® do
not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. ” And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

NRS Philippians 4:5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. ® Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. ” And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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ESV Luke 19:37 As he was drawing near-- already on the way down the Mount of Olives-- the
whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the
mighty works that they had seen, * saying, "Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the
Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 3° And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said
to him, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” *° He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the
very stones would cry out." * And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42
saying, "Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But
now they are hidden from your eyes.
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ESV Luke 2:34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed * (and a sword
will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed."

NRS |_uke 2:34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed *° so that the
inner thoughts of many will be revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul t0o."



Luke 2:21-32
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ESV Luke 2:21-32

21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 2> And when the time came for their
purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to
the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every male who first opens the womb shall
be called holy to the Lord") 2* and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the
Lord, "a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons."

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. ?® And it had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Christ. 2’ And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, % he took him up in his arms and
blessed God and said,

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
82 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”



ESV 1saiah 9:6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and
his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

ESV Isaiah 52:7

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes
peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, "Your
God reigns.”

ESV Isaiah 53:5
But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.

Isaiah 59:7-9

Their feet run to evil, and they are swift to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of
iniquity; desolation and destruction are in their highways. & The way of peace they do not know,
and there is no justice in their paths; they have made their roads crooked; no one who treads on
them knows peace. ° Therefore justice is far from us, and righteousness does not overtake us; we
hope for light, and behold, darkness, and for brightness, but we walk in gloom.

Luke 1:76-79

76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to
prepare his ways, ’’ to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins,
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high ® to
give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way

of peace."

Augustus Inscription from Priene (9 bc celebrating the Birthday of Augustus)

“Divine providence ... has displayed extraordinary concern and compassion and
crowned our life with perfection itself. It has brought into the world Augustus and filled
him with virtue for the benefit of mankind. It has sent him as a Savior for us and our
descendants, who makes war to cease and brings good order to all things. The epiphany
of Caesar has brought to fulfillment all our past hopes and dreams. ... The birthday of the
god marked the beginning of Good news because of him for the world.”



