
  

Casting Peace Upon the Earth 
 

Thomas Robinson, Advent 2, December 7, 2014 
 

Luke 2:1-14 
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went 
to be registered, each to his own town.  

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city 
of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger (feed trough), 
because there was no place for them in the inn.  

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, 

“Don’t be afraid, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Messiah, Lord. 
12 And this will be the sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.” 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,  
   14 “Glory to God in the highest,  
  and on earth peace among people, focus of his favor!” 
 

Matthew 10:34-39  
34 “Do not think that I came to cast peace upon the earth. I have not come to cast peace, 

but a sword. 35 For I have come to divide – ‘a man against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And the person’s enemies will be 
those of their own household’ [Micah 7:6]. 

 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever has found his life/soul will lose it, and whoever has 
lost his life/soul for my sake will find it.” 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————  
 

Isaiah 9:6  
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and 

his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

Luke 2:34-35  When Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus to the Temple 
34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and 

the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of 

many will be revealed-- and a sword will pass through your own life/soul too.” 
 

Luke 19:38, 41-42  Jesus approaches the city of Jerusalem and the Temple 
38 [The people were] saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in 

heaven and glory in the highest!” … 41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 
42 saying, “Would that you had known on this day, even you, the things that make for peace! But now 

they are hidden from your eyes.” 
  



  

John 16:33 
33 “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————  

From Augustus to a Feed Trough 
The Gospel always seeks to open our eyes, renew our minds, to help us see the truth that the 

world at its deepest, most important level is far different from what we’re often told.  
Advent is the story of a “coming,” an invasion of a baby, a heavenly army, a new/old 
story, a new paradigm of reality. It’s a story that’s exhilarating, depressing, tender, 
horrific, full of symbolic elements and gritty reality. It challenges us to look and listen. 

We start with the song of the invading angel army: “Peace on Earth…” “Great joy for all 
people.” We set those words beside Jesus’ surprising warning: “Don’t think that I came to 
cast peace on the earth….”  Both are given to us. What’s going on? What can we see? 

Luke’s narrative from the very beginning challenges us readers to see the paradox of events. 
Place yourself back in the Roman world of the 1st cent. when Luke first was read. You 
didn’t grow up with Christmas carols but with public celebrations of the emperor. 
“Caesar Augustus” was past like Lincoln, if Lincoln had served 12 4-year terms, and died 
in office. He was the great peace-maker, benefactor, savior, god, origin of “Good News.”  

Here he defines one of two contrasting stories: The Roman controllers, taxers, governors, who 
can send everyone scurrying. Power, money, violence. All the stuff we love to celebrate in 
our movies. All the stuff that’s real, that really matters. Or is it unreal and passing? 

Then the other story: Joseph and Mary, betrothed, 9 months pregnant, scurrying to pay tax 
in a village on the edge of empire, Bethlehem. The baby comes, the anticipated son (Lk 1). 
She wraps him tight and lays him in a feed trough, the best available cradle.   

God breaks in with his Good News, not to Caesar but to shepherds. The world’s Savior is born, 
the anointed king, the Lord.  His sign is the feed trough where he lies as a baby.  A vast 
angelic army breaks in, singing God’s glory and Peace for people because God favors them. 

What is Peace? 
Peace is a challenge. It’s the end of conflict/war. That’s hard, perhaps impossible. It’s people 

getting along, respecting each other, treating each other fairly, honorably. It’s Shalom, 
wholeness, when people are true to God, caring for their neighbor, creating justice. It’s a 
fruit of the Spirit, a deep God-given reality, peace that passes understanding, guarding us. 

But “Peace” is also a human word that’s slippery and deceptive. We want peace in our family 
our way, peace with in-laws, peace in our group allied with Roman power, or peace in our 
group – our own “we” – fighting fiercely against the Romans. We are defined against them. 
We have our stories in which we are peace-makers. Someone else is the cause of trouble. 

Jesus warns his disciples that he’s casting a sword, slicing through that world. Cutting through 
natural structures (Micah), calling to a new love! “Whoever doesn’t take up… the sword(?) … 
his cross”!  That baby in the feed trough was the sword. He disturbs, messes up the order 
and identity of our lives. If you’ve already got it, you’ll lose it. But if you’ve lost your life, your 
identity, your us vs. them, your base of security and power for his sake, you will find it!  

We live in a world of trouble. It matters whether you live in the story of Augustus or of the 
baby in the feed trough. Every good structure, good relationship is also corruptible. Again 
and again we are called to self-giving love, to take up not the sword but the cross, to 
create the way of peace, with equity, honor, love. We are called to live the story of Jesus. 



  

Luke 2:1-14 – Casting Peace Upon the Earth 

1 VEge,neto de. evn tai/j h`me,raij evkei,naij  

 evxh/lqen do,gma para. Kai,saroj Auvgou,stou  

  avpogra,fesqai pa/san th.n oivkoume,nhnÅ  

 2  au[th avpografh. prw,th evge,neto  

  h`gemoneu,ontoj th/j Suri,aj Kurhni,ouÅ  
3  kai. evporeu,onto pa,ntej avpogra,fesqai(  

 e[kastoj eivj th.n e`autou/ po,linÅ  

4  VAne,bh de. kai. VIwsh.f  

 avpo. th/j Galilai,aj evk po,lewj Nazare.q  

 eivj th.n VIoudai,an  

  eivj po,lin Daui.d h[tij kalei/tai Bhqle,em(  

  dia. to. ei=nai auvto.n evx oi;kou kai. patria/j Daui,d(  

 5  avpogra,yasqai su.n Maria.m th/| evmnhsteume,nh| auvtw/|(  

  ou;sh| evgku,w|Å  

6  VEge,neto de. evn tw/| ei=nai auvtou.j evkei/  

 evplh,sqhsan aì h̀me,rai tou/ tekei/n auvth,n(  
7  kai. e;teken to.n uìo.n auvth/j to.n prwto,tokon(  

 kai. evsparga,nwsen auvto.n  

  kai. avne,klinen auvto.n evn fa,tnh|(  

 dio,ti ouvk h=n auvtoi/j to,poj evn tw/| katalu,matiÅ  

8  Kai. poime,nej h=san evn th/| cw,ra| th/| auvth/| avgraulou/ntej  

 kai. fula,ssontej fulaka.j th/j nukto.j evpi. th.n poi,mnhn auvtw/nÅ  

9  kai. a;ggeloj kuri,ou evpe,sth auvtoi/j  

 kai. do,xa kuri,ou perie,lamyen auvtou,j(  

  kai. evfobh,qhsan fo,bon me,ganÅ  

  



  

10  kai. ei=pen auvtoi/j ò a;ggeloj\  

 mh. fobei/sqe(  

 ivdou. ga.r euvaggeli,zomai ùmi/n cara.n mega,lhn  

  h[tij e;stai panti. tw/| law/|(  

 11  o[ti evte,cqh ùmi/n sh,meron swth.r  

  o[j evstin cristo.j ku,rioj  

   evn po,lei Daui,dÅ  

 12  kai. tou/to ùmi/n to. shmei/on(  

  eu`rh,sete bre,foj evsparganwme,non  

   kai. kei,menon evn fa,tnh|Å  

13  kai. evxai,fnhj evge,neto su.n tw/| avgge,lw|  

 plh/qoj stratia/j ouvrani,ou  

  aivnou,ntwn to.n qeo.n kai. lego,ntwn\  

 14  do,xa evn u`yi,stoij qew/|  

 kai. evpi. gh/j eivrh,nh evn avnqrw,poij euvdoki,ajÅ  

  



  

Matthew 10:34-39  

24 Mh. nomi,shte o[ti h=lqon  

 balei/n eivrh,nhn evpi. th.n gh/n\  

 ouvk h=lqon balei/n eivrh,nhn avlla. ma,cairanÅ  

35  h=lqon ga.r dica,sai  

 a;nqrwpon kata. tou/ patro.j auvtou/  

 kai. qugate,ra kata. th/j mhtro.j auvth/j  

 kai. nu,mfhn kata. th/j penqera/j auvth/j(  
36  kai. evcqroi. tou/ avnqrw,pou oì oivkiakoi. auvtou/Å  

37  ~O filw/n pate,ra h' mhte,ra u`pe.r evme.  

 ouvk e;stin mou a;xioj(  

kai. o ̀filw/n uìo.n h' qugate,ra ùpe.r evme.  

 ouvk e;stin mou a;xioj\  

38  kai. o]j ouv lamba,nei to.n stauro.n auvtou/ kai. avkolouqei/ ovpi,sw mou(  

 ouvk e;stin mou a;xiojÅ  

39  ò eu`rw.n th.n yuch.n auvtou/  

  avpole,sei auvth,n(  

kai. o ̀avpole,saj th.n yuch.n auvtou/ e[neken evmou/  

  eu`rh,sei auvth,nÅ  

John 16:33 

33 tau/ta lela,lhka u`mi/n i[na evn evmoi. eivrh,nhn e;chteÅ  

evn tw/| ko,smw| qli/yin e;cete\  

avlla. qarsei/te( evgw. neni,khka to.n ko,smon/Å  

  



  

 

Isaiah 9:5 o[ti paidi,on evgennh,qh h̀mi/n uìo.j kai. evdo,qh h̀mi/n ou- h̀ avrch. evgenh,qh evpi. 
tou/ w;mou auvtou/ kai. kalei/tai to. o;noma auvtou/ mega,lhj boulh/j a;ggeloj evgw. ga.r 
a;xw eivrh,nhn evpi. tou.j a;rcontaj eivrh,nhn kai. u`gi,eian auvtw/| 
 
ESV  Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 

his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

 hr"ßf.Mih; yhiîT.w: Wnl'ê-!T;nI !Be… Wnl'ª-dL;yU dl,y<å-yKi  WTT Isaiah 9:5 

 d[;Þybia] rABêGI laeä ‘#[eAy al,P,û Amøv. ar"’q.YIw: Am+k.vi-l[; 
`~Al)v'-rf; 

 

 

Isaiah 52:7 ẁj w[ra evpi. tw/n ovre,wn ẁj po,dej euvaggelizome,nou avkoh.n eivrh,nhj ẁj 
euvaggelizo,menoj avgaqa, o[ti avkousth.n poih,sw th.n swthri,an sou le,gwn Siwn 
basileu,sei sou ò qeo,j 
 
ESV  Isaiah 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to 

Zion, "Your God reigns." 
 

 [:ymióv.m; rFeªb;m. yleäg>r: ~yrIøh'h,-l[; Ww’aN"-hm;  WTT Isaiah 52:7 

 %l;îm' !AYàcil. rmeîao h['_Wvy> [:ymiäv.m; bAjß rFeîb;m. ~Al±v' 
`%yIh'(l{a/ 

 

 

 

Isaiah 53:5 auvto.j de. evtraumati,sqh dia. ta.j avnomi,aj h̀mw/n kai. memala,kistai dia. 
ta.j àmarti,aj h̀mw/n paidei,a eivrh,nhj h̀mw/n evpV auvto,n tw/| mw,lwpi auvtou/ h`mei/j 
iva,qhmen 

 
ESV  Isaiah 53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 
 

 Wnyte_nOwO[]me aK'ÞdUm. Wn[eêv'P.mi ll'äxom. ‘aWhw>  WTT Isaiah 53:5 

`Wnl'(-aP'r>nI Atßr"bux]b;W wyl'ê[' ‘Wn“meAlv. rs;ÛWm 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Isaiah 54:10 ta. o;rh metasth,sesqai ouvde. oi` bounoi, sou metakinhqh,sontai ou[twj 
ouvde. to. parV evmou/ soi e;leoj evklei,yei ouvde. h` diaqh,kh th/j eivrh,nhj sou ouv mh. 
metasth/| ei=pen ga.r ku,rioj i[lew,j soi 
 
ESV  Isaiah 54:10 For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love 

shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed," says the LORD, who 

has compassion on you. 
 

 hn"j<+WmT. tA[ßb'G>h;w> WvWmêy" ‘~yrIh'h,( yKiÛ  WTT Isaiah 54:10 

 rm;îa' jWmêt' al{å ‘ymiAlv. tyrIÜb.W vWmªy"-al{) %Teäaime yDIús.x;w> 
s `hw")hy> %meÞx]r:m. 
 

 

Romans 14:17 ouv ga,r evstin h̀ basilei,a tou/ qeou/ brw/sij kai. po,sij avlla. 
dikaiosu,nh kai. eivrh,nh kai. cara. evn pneu,mati àgi,w|\ 18  ò ga.r evn tou,tw| douleu,wn 
tw/| Cristw/| euva,restoj tw/| qew/| kai. do,kimoj toi/j avnqrw,poijÅ 19  :Ara ou=n ta. th/j 
eivrh,nhj diw,kwmen kai. ta. th/j oivkodomh/j th/j eivj avllh,loujÅ 
 
ESV  Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of 

righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to 

God and approved by men. 19 So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual 

upbuilding. 
 
NRS  Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace 

and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and has human 

approval. 19 Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. 

 

 

 

Philippians 4:5 to. evpieike.j u`mw/n gnwsqh,tw pa/sin avnqrw,poijÅ ò ku,rioj evggu,jÅ 6  
mhde.n merimna/te( avllV evn panti. th/| proseuch/| kai. th/| deh,sei meta. euvcaristi,aj ta. 
aivth,mata ùmw/n gnwrize,sqw pro.j to.n qeo,nÅ 7  kai. h` eivrh,nh tou/ qeou/ h` 
u`pere,cousa pa,nta nou/n frourh,sei ta.j kardi,aj u`mw/n kai. ta. noh,mata ùmw/n evn 
Cristw/| VIhsou/Å 
 
ESV  Philippians 4:5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do 

not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
NRS  Philippians 4:5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

 



  

Luke 19:37 evggi,zontoj de. auvtou/ h;dh pro.j th/| kataba,sei tou/ o;rouj tw/n evlaiw/n 
h;rxanto a[pan to. plh/qoj tw/n maqhtw/n cai,rontej aivnei/n to.n qeo.n fwnh/| mega,lh| 
peri. pasw/n w-n ei=don duna,mewn( 38  le,gontej\ euvloghme,noj o ̀evrco,menoj( ò 
basileu.j evn ovno,mati kuri,ou\ evn ouvranw/| eivrh,nh kai. do,xa evn u`yi,stoijÅ 39  kai, 
tinej tw/n Farisai,wn avpo. tou/ o;clou ei=pan pro.j auvto,n\ dida,skale( evpiti,mhson 
toi/j maqhtai/j souÅ 40  kai. avpokriqei.j ei=pen\ le,gw ùmi/n( eva.n ou-toi siwph,sousin( 
oi` li,qoi kra,xousinÅ 41  Kai. ẁj h;ggisen ivdw.n th.n po,lin e;klausen evpV auvth.n 42  
le,gwn o[ti eiv e;gnwj evn th/| h`me,ra| tau,th| kai. su. ta. pro.j eivrh,nhn\ nu/n de. evkru,bh 
avpo. ovfqalmw/n souÅ 
 
ESV  Luke 19:37 As he was drawing near-- already on the way down the Mount of Olives-- the 

whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the 

mighty works that they had seen, 38 saying, "Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the 

Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 39 And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said 

to him, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples." 40 He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the 

very stones would cry out." 41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 

saying, "Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But 

now they are hidden from your eyes. 
 

 

Luke 2:34 kai. euvlo,ghsen auvtou.j Sumew.n kai. ei=pen pro.j Maria.m th.n mhte,ra 
auvtou/\ ivdou. ou-toj kei/tai eivj ptw/sin kai. avna,stasin pollw/n evn tw/| VIsrah.l kai. 
eivj shmei/on avntilego,menon& 35  kai. sou/ Îde.Ð auvth/j th.n yuch.n dieleu,setai 
ròmfai,a& o[pwj a'n avpokalufqw/sin evk pollw/n kardiw/n dialogismoi,Å 
 
ESV  Luke 2:34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is 

appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword 

will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed." 
 
NRS  Luke 2:34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined 

for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the 

inner thoughts of many will be revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

 

  



  

Luke 2:21-32  
21 Kai. o[te evplh,sqhsan h`me,rai ovktw. tou/ peritemei/n auvto.n kai. evklh,qh to. 

o;noma auvtou/ VIhsou/j( to. klhqe.n u`po. tou/ avgge,lou pro. tou/ sullhmfqh/nai auvto.n evn 
th/| koili,a|Å 22  Kai. o[te evplh,sqhsan aì h`me,rai tou/ kaqarismou/ auvtw/n kata. to.n 
no,mon Mwu?se,wj( avnh,gagon auvto.n eivj ~Ieroso,luma parasth/sai tw/| kuri,w|( 23  
kaqw.j ge,graptai evn no,mw| kuri,ou o[ti pa/n a;rsen dianoi/gon mh,tran a[gion tw/| 
kuri,w| klhqh,setai( 24  kai. tou/ dou/nai qusi,an kata. to. eivrhme,non evn tw/| no,mw| 
kuri,ou( zeu/goj trugo,nwn h' du,o nossou.j peristerw/nÅ 25  Kai. ivdou. a;nqrwpoj h=n evn 
VIerousalh.m w-| o;noma Sumew.n kai. o ̀a;nqrwpoj ou-toj di,kaioj kai. euvlabh.j 
prosdeco,menoj para,klhsin tou/ VIsrah,l( kai. pneu/ma h=n a[gion evpV auvto,n\ 26  kai. 
h=n auvtw/| kecrhmatisme,non u`po. tou/ pneu,matoj tou/ àgi,ou mh. ivdei/n qa,naton pri.n 
Îh'Ð a'n i;dh| to.n cristo.n kuri,ouÅ 27  kai. h=lqen evn tw/| pneu,mati eivj to. i`ero,n\ kai. 
evn tw/| eivsagagei/n tou.j gonei/j to. paidi,on VIhsou/n tou/ poih/sai auvtou.j kata. to. 
eivqisme,non tou/ no,mou peri. auvtou/ 28  kai. auvto.j evde,xato auvto. eivj ta.j avgka,laj kai. 
euvlo,ghsen to.n qeo.n kai. ei=pen\ 29  nu/n avpolu,eij to.n dou/lo,n sou( de,spota( kata. to. 
rh̀/ma, sou evn eivrh,nh|\ 30  o[ti ei=don oi` ovfqalmoi, mou to. swth,rio,n sou( 31  o] 
h`toi,masaj kata. pro,swpon pa,ntwn tw/n law/n( 32  fw/j eivj avpoka,luyin evqnw/n kai. 
do,xan laou/ sou VIsrah,lÅ 
 
ESV  Luke 2:21-32  

21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name 

given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 22 And when the time came for their 

purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to 

the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every male who first opens the womb shall 

be called holy to the Lord") 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the 

Lord, "a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons."  
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 

and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's 

Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and 

blessed God and said,  

 29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word;  

  30 for my eyes have seen your salvation  

  31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  

  32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 

  



  

ESV  Isaiah 9:6  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and 

his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

 
ESV  Isaiah 52:7  

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes 

peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, "Your 

God reigns." 
 

 
ESV  Isaiah 53:5  

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 
 
 

Isaiah 59:7-9  
Their feet run to evil, and they are swift to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of 

iniquity; desolation and destruction are in their highways. 8 The way of peace they do not know, 

and there is no justice in their paths; they have made their roads crooked; no one who treads on 

them knows peace. 9 Therefore justice is far from us, and righteousness does not overtake us; we 

hope for light, and behold, darkness, and for brightness, but we walk in gloom. 

 

 

Luke 1:76-79  
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to 

prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 79 to 

give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 

of peace." 
 

 

Augustus Inscription from Priene (9 bc celebrating the Birthday of Augustus) 

 

“Divine providence ... has displayed extraordinary concern and compassion and 

crowned our life with perfection itself. It has brought into the world Augustus and filled 

him with virtue for the benefit of mankind.  It has sent him as a Savior for us and our 

descendants, who makes war to cease and brings good order to all things.  The epiphany 

of Caesar has brought to fulfillment all our past hopes and dreams.  ... The birthday of the 

god marked the beginning of Good news because of him for the world.” 

 


