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Acts 2:1-47   Translation TR 

 
1 When the fiftieth day – Pentecost – came in its fullness, they were all 

together in one place. 2 And suddenly a sound emerged from heaven like a 

forceful gale of wind, and it completely filled the house where they were sitting. 
3 And tongues that seemed to be fire appeared to them, dividing, and one sat 

over each one of them. 4 And they all were filled with Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other tongues as the Spirit was granting them to proclaim a message. 

 

5 Now there were Jews assembled in Jerusalem, people devoted to God from 

every nation under heaven. 6 And when this sound arose, the multitude came 

together, and they were bewildered, because each one was understanding them 

speaking in his own language.  

7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Aren’t all these that are 

speaking Galileans? 8 How is it that each of us is hearing them in our own native 

language? 9 We’re Parthians and Medes and Elamites and those who live in 

Mesopotamia; Judea; and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia; 10 Phrygia and 

Pamphylia; Egypt and the parts of Libya around Cyrene; and those who’ve come 

back from Rome, 11 both Jews and converts to Judaism, people from the island of 

Crete and the desert of Arabia. We all understand them as they tell in our own 

tongues the magnificence of God.”  

12 And all were amazed and perplexed, as they said to each other, “What is 

all this supposed to mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with new 

wine.”  

 

14 But when Peter stood with the eleven, he raised his voice and addressed 

them: “People of Judea and all that are assembling in Jerusalem, you need to 

know this. Listen to what I’m saying. 15 These people are not at all drunk, as 

you’re supposing. Why it’s only the third hour of the day! 16 Quite the contrary! 
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This is what God promised through the prophet Joel:  
17 “‘In the last days, God declares,  

 I’m pouring out my Spirit on all flesh,  

and your sons and your daughters will prophesy,  

 and your young people will see visions,  

 and your old will dream dreams;  
18 even on my servants both male and female  

 in those days I’m pouring out my Spirit,  

  and they’ll prophesy.  
19 And I’ll show wonders in the heavens above  

 and signs on the earth below,  

blood and fire and a vapor of smoke;  

 20 the sun will be turned to darkness  

  and the moon to blood,  

before the Day of the Lord comes,  

 the great and magnificent day.  
21 And it will happen that  

 everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord  

  will be saved.’    [Joel 2:28-32] 

 

22 “People of Israel, listen to this message:  Jesus of Nazareth is a man that 

God attested to you in powerful and wonderful actions by which God gave signs 

through him right in front of you, as you yourselves know. 23 Jesus was in God’s 

defined purpose and knowledge of what he was doing, and you, by giving him 

into the power of lawless people, killed him by nailing him up. 24 God raised him 

up! He broke the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in 

death’s grip.  

25 For David says looking toward him:  

“‘I foresaw the Lord before me always,  

 for he’s at my right hand that I not be shaken. 
26 Therefore my heart was filled with joy,  

 and my tongue exulted;  

but my flesh also will make its dwelling on hope,  
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 27 because you won’t abandon my life  

  to the realm of death,  

nor give one who’s holy to you to be destroyed.  
28 You revealed to me paths that give life;  

 with your presence, you’ll fill me with delight.’   [Psalm 16:8-11]  

29 “Brothers and sisters, I can speak to you with confidence about David, our 

ancestor, that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us still today. 
30 But because he was a prophet and knew that God had solemnly promised him 

that one of his descendants would occupy his throne  [Psalm 132:11], 31 with 

foresight he spoke about the resurrection of the Anointed King (Christos), that he 

was neither abandoned to the realm of death, nor was his physical body 

destroyed. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Since 

he has been exalted at the right hand of God and has received from the Father 

the Holy Spirit promised in the prophecy, he poured out this that you yourselves 

are seeing and hearing. 34 For David didn’t ascend into the heavens, but he 

himself says,  

 “The Lord said to my Lord,  

  ‘Sit at my right hand,  

 35 till I set your enemies  

  as a footstool for your feet.’”  [Psalm 110:1] 

36 With certainty, therefore, let all the people of Israel know that God has 

made him both Lord and Anointed King, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  

 

37 Now when they heard this, they were stabbed in the heart, and said to 

Peter and the rest of the apostles, “What shall we do, brothers?”  

38 And Peter said to them, “Change your ways of thinking and acting, and let 

every one of you be baptized on the basis of the name of Jesus as Anointed King 

for forgiveness of your sins, and you’ll receive that gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For 

the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far away, everyone 

whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”  

40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued exhorting 

them, saying, “Let God save you from this ‘twisted generation.’” [Deut 32:5] 
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41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and God added about 

three thousand lives to the community that day. 42 And they were devoting 

themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the fellowship, to the breaking 

of the bread and the prayers. 43 And an awe came into every life, and many 

wonderful actions and signs were happening through the apostles.  

44 And all who believed were together and began having all things in 

common. 45 And they started selling their possessions and belongings and 

distributing that to all, as any came to have need. 46 And day by day, expressing 

their devotion with one heart in the temple and breaking bread in their homes, 

they were receiving their food with gladness and generosity of heart, 47 praising 

God and having grace toward all the people. 

And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being 

saved. 
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Introduction: A Week for Grief 

This is a joyful day of Pentecost. It’s a day that even back in the time of the Apostle 
Paul, he wanted to celebrate, hastening to be at Jerusalem by Pentecost. (Acts 
20:16) We’ve been leading up to this Sunday since Easter.  And it is a joyful day. 

But this particular Sunday is also a day of grief and sorrow. And before I begin the 
message today, I want to take a few minutes to reflect directly – in a way I 
seldom d – on some of those grievous events of this week. And I want to warn 
parents that some of what I say is not for the ears of young children. 

It was on Wednesday of this last week that our nation passed 100,000 in the 
number of people – grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts, sisters, brothers, 
children, friends, co-workers – who’ve died from the coronavirus.   

But as we’ve learned in the following days, 100,000 is just a marker along the way 
of an ever-climbing death toll.  We could almost ignore it as the awful work of a 
mindless virus, except for the recognition that human failure and brokenness 
plays a major role. We’ve also learned that epidemiologists at Columbia Univ. 
have shown that if those who had been clearly warned about the virus back in 
January and had power to do something about it had acted with responsibility 
only a week or two earlier (say, March 1 instead of mid-March) many tens of 
thousands of those 100,000 would likely still be with their families today. It 
matters when we really, diligently, intelligently, caringly seek the good of each 
other, when we love each other as we love ourselves. 

But, it’s clear that the overwhelming event of this week unfolded in the first days of 
the week.  George Floyd, a black man, was killed in Minneapolis on Monday, 
Memorial Day. The video of it was posted Tuesday and had gone viral by 
Wednesday.  Have you seen it? 

George Floyd is there lying face-down on the hard pavement with his hands 
shackled behind him. There, before us is a man in a blue shirt with insignia 
marking his responsibility in society to take custody of George Floyd and protect 
him. He has placed his knee hard on George Floyd’s neck while others pressed 
down hard on his back. One woman started her phone video as she approached. 
George Floyd cried out repeatedly that he couldn’t breathe. People in the crowd 
started shouting, begging officer Derek Chauvin to let him breathe, put him in 
the car, let him sit up, anything. On and on. The moment George Floyd becomes 
unconscious, unresponsive, the watching crowd notices and becomes ever more 
urgent – take his pulse, let him breathe. Officer Chauvin utterly ignores dozens 
of ever more frantic cries, because he’s being guarded by a fellow-officer. The 
knee rolls back and forth on George Floyd’s neck grinding his face into the 
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pavement even after it’s clear that he’s totally unconscious, perhaps dead. No 
one takes his pulse until the EMTs arrive. When one of them touches his neck, 
it’s clear. They don’t even attempt resuscitation on the spot but roll his limp 
body over onto a gurney and into the ambulance. Chauvin stands up completely 
calm and unfazed and walks away. No movement betrays the slightest care for 
the life of George Floyd. His actions seem those of a man who lives in a world 
that thoroughly approves of what he’s just done. 

It’s a traumatic video, a powerful mirror, a gripping parable that asks every viewer, 
“where are you in this scene?”  And the answers will be as diverse as the people 
watching. 

Maybe it’s my first time to see such events. Maybe I’ve avoided such stories, such 
pictures. I don’t want to hear about it. 

Or – Maybe I know the deep history behind this killing. Perhaps, the words “I can’t 
breathe” immediately brings up the death of Eric Garner 6 years ago in NYC. 
Maybe it evokes the long and ever-growing list of killings – Say their names! Say 
their names! – with the names of Ahmaud Arbery and Breanna Taylor and Sean 
Reed added in the last few weeks during our time of pandemic.  

It’s a list of traumatic stories, traumatic events that helps put faces to the racism of 
our society, a racism that’s hard and institutionalized and systemic, marked by 
government policies, tax structures, supreme court rulings, police practices, 
segregated neighborhoods and schools and churches, spending on education 
and healthcare, etc. etc.   

But it’s also a racism that’s systemic in the sense that it’s part of our personal, 
individual systems, our choices, the way we see life, so deep and covered over 
by our self-deception, the power of sin, that it’s nearly impossible for us to see it 
in ourselves. It brings Christian Cooper into confrontation with Amy Cooper (no 
relation) while he’s birdwatching in Central Park and she calls the police on him. 

It’s the white supremacy, the white privilege, that to a white person like myself just 
seems like normal life: The world will thoroughly approve what I do. 

This time, this event, this killing, this video has exploded in demonstrations and 
riots all across our cities.  This wasn’t like the unseen shots in the darkness that 
killed Breanna Taylor in her bed. It wasn’t like the intentional shotgun 
confrontation of the McMichaels, father and son, with Ahmaud Arbery, 
documented by their friend, with some of the action bouncing out of the frame. 

This was death – clear, in high-def modern video. It wasn’t hidden from view like 
the thousands of virus deaths, in ICU rooms under a ventilator, away from 
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family, disproportionately killing Latin-American and African-American sisters 
and brothers. 

Here was raw de-humanization, visceral human cries – “I can’t breathe!” – treated, 
ignored with incompetent, uncaring power.  
Here was the face of that uncaring that had dehumanized the very person 
wielding the power.  
Here were the shouts and begging of dis-empowered onlookers watching a man 
die.  
Here was the brazen confidence of the killer, knee rocking into the neck of his 
victim. 

Here was the powerful mirror, the inescapable question, where am I in this scene? 

The exploding demonstrations? At least one part of that vast set of events is people 
screaming out, “No, that’s not me.” “We won’t let this picture be us.” “We’ve 
got to find a better way!”  Oh, I know, there’s a lot more. Sin never gives up. It’s 
always a predator crouching at the door ready to corrupt every good intention, 
every good action. 

We’re living with so much pain right now. So many losses in deaths. So many 
families broken. So much stress and economic loss and broken dreams. So many 
conflicts internal and external ready to explode. We’ve seen so much good in so 
many people in this time. But this killing touches the explosive power of a whole 
ongoing history of pain and irrational racial privilege. 

For us as Christians, its important for us to talk about these realities of life with 
each other and with our neighbors.  
It’s important to think deeply about the God we worship and the community of 
love that God calls us to in Jesus Christ.  
It’s important to change old ways of thinking, to repent, take off the old person 
and put on a new.  
It’s important to build vibrant relationships across the barriers that our world 
builds.  
It’s important to live out that love and renewal that we’ve been given by grace, 
to live out that love in every relationship and institution and structure of society 
that we touch.  
It’s important to be salt and light in our world, growing into the image of God 
seen in the face of Jesus. 

Would you pray with me? We will end with a minute of silence to express our grief 
over 100,000 deaths and over one death! 
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Father, we ask you to bless our broken nation, with justice, with renewal, with 
peace, with caring for each other, with an end to so much economic pain, with 
physical healing from the devastation of this virus. We pray for clarity and 
courage in the face of racism in our society and in ourselves. We pray for 
change, for renewal, for deeper love and understanding of each other, for 
repentance, for forgiveness.  

In this minute of silence, hear our hearts. … 

Amen. 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 

 

God Chooses a Sign to Point to Uniting divided Peoples 1-11 

We’ve experienced together this morning the reading of the amazing story in Acts 2 
in many languages symbolizing the sign that God chose to use on that day in ad. 
30.  What would you do to mark the beginning of a new era, a new world, the 
kingdom of God.  Just think about God’s choice. Get your Bible and let’s journey 
through this chapter. I’ll be reading my own translation, so it’s fine to follow any 
translation that you have: 

Acts 2:1-11 
1 When the fiftieth day – Pentecost – came in its fullness, they were all 

together in one place. 2 And suddenly a sound emerged from heaven like a 

forceful gale of wind, and it completely filled the house where they were sitting. 
3 And tongues that seemed to be fire appeared to them, dividing, and one sat 

over each one of them. 4 And they all were filled with Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other tongues as the Spirit was granting them to proclaim a message. 

5 Now there were Jews assembled in Jerusalem, people devoted to God from 

every nation under heaven. 6 And when this sound arose, the multitude came 

together, and they were bewildered, because each one was understanding them 

speaking in his own language.  

7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Aren’t all these that are 

speaking Galileans? 8 How is it that each of us is hearing them in our own native 

language? 9 We’re Parthians and Medes and Elamites and those who live in 

Mesopotamia; Judea; and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia; 10 Phrygia and 
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Pamphylia; Egypt and the parts of Libya around Cyrene; and those who’ve come 

back from Rome, 11 both Jews and converts to Judaism, people from the island of 

Crete and the desert of Arabia. We all understand them as they tell in our own 

tongues the magnificence of God.”  

The first stage of the realization of the kingdom of God that Jesus announced was 
beginning. God might have chosen lightning bolts or pillars of fire or whatever to 
mark the occasion. The noise of wind and what looks like tongues of fire seems a 
bit strange.  

But this time of Pentecost, the feast of weeks, 50 days after Passover, was still a 
time of international assembly in Jerusalem, like Passover.  There were Jews 
from all the diaspora that came.  

Jesus had told the disciples to wait for power to be given them, and the first thing 
God wants to do this day is help those disciples see that what is going to unfold 
is God’s doing, moving not to fit their own understanding but Jesus’ intention. 

It’s a strange sign. The noise and “fire”-works gets people’s attention but the real 
sign has to unfold in their understanding. The crowd knows that they’ve come 
from everywhere, but they’re all Jews.  

The apostles start talking. You might expect that a good sign would be that all the 
visitors who normally spoke Greek or Parthian or Coptic or Latin might be united 
in understanding Aramaic better than they ever had before. But God does the 
reverse. It had to take a while for people to realize what was happening. God 
wanted each person to keep their cultural individuality, their particularity and 
distinctiveness. They realized that these Aramaic-speaking Galileans suddenly 
seemed to be speaking perfect Parthian or Latin or Coptic or Greek. 

This wasn’t the inclusiveness of a conquering empire. Luke lists their home 
countries and starts with those far to the east outside the Roman empire: 
Parthia, the inveterate enemy of Rome, Jews who’d lived for centuries in 
Mesopotamia, ancient Babylonia.   

Yes, there was Judea in the middle of the list, but then it went up into the region of 
modern Turkey: Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia; Phrygia and Pamphylia. 

Then it swept down to Africa: Egypt, Libya, and Cyrene (near modern Bengazi). And 
then out west to Rome.  It ends with an island: Crete, and a desert: Arabia. All 
kinds of places in their world, many cultures – a sign of Jesus’ intention, a 
pointer to where God was going. This was going to be something new, beyond 
nation, beyond ethnic group, beyond warring divisions, not bounded by empire.  
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God’s Spirit Creates a New Reality of God’s Presence  12-21 

But of course, there are questions. What’s really going on? There’s ridicule and 
misunderstanding.  It’s in that context of explanation that Peter stands up to 
speak – in more languages that he perhaps knew existed: 

Acts 2:12-21 
12 And all were amazed and perplexed, as they said to each other, “What is 

all this supposed to mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with new 

wine.”  

14 But when Peter stood with the eleven, he raised his voice and addressed 

them: “People of Judea and all that are assembling in Jerusalem, you need to 

know this. Listen to what I’m saying. 15 These people are not at all drunk, as 

you’re supposing. Why it’s only the third hour of the day! 16 Quite the contrary! 

This is what God promised through the prophet Joel:  
17 “‘In the last days, God declares,  

 I’m pouring out my Spirit on all flesh,  

and your sons and your daughters will prophesy,  

 and your young people will see visions,  

 and your old will dream dreams;  
18 even on my servants both male and female  

 in those days I’m pouring out my Spirit,  

  and they’ll prophesy.  
19 And I’ll show wonders in the heavens above  

 and signs on the earth below,  

blood and fire and a vapor of smoke;  

 20 the sun will be turned to darkness  

  and the moon to blood,  

before the Day of the Lord comes,  

 the great and magnificent day.  
21 And it will happen that  

 everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord  

  will be saved.’    [Joel 2:28-32] 
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Peter wants them to realize what’s going on right in front of them. It’s God’s 
intervention, yes. It crosses geographical and political and ethnic and empire 
boundaries, yes.  

But it’s also an ancient promise of God, coming to life now. And further, it breaks 
down barriers of status and relationship and class that were so ingrained in 
ancient society and in our own. 

God sends his Spirit into the world, not just to speak through a few amazing 
prophets, great as that was. This coming of God’s Spirit, this inbreaking of God’s 
kingdom, touches every life, it can draw every person into the Life of God. 

It’s for men and women alike: your sons and daughters will prophesy. It empowers 
both young and old: your young people will see visions, and your old will dream 
dreams. It’s even for the lowest of the low, the servants and slaves in that 
society, both men and women. Everyone is included.  

You may certainly doubt it if you will, Peter asserts, but it is a change of the whole 
world and the very life of God begins actively working in all kinds of people. 

 

God Knows our Sin! He acts to Overturn it and Heal it.  22-36 

But what about how messed up human beings are?  What about the whole story of 
Hebrew scripture, the Law and the breaking of the Law.  Yes. God knows. In 
Jesus, God has taken the worst of human sin on himself and into God’s self. This 
whole day of Pentecost unfolds in the aftermath of a judicial murder, the death 
Jesus, the death of God, the death of humanity. The creation of new 
resurrection life. 

Acts 2:22-36 
22 “People of Israel, listen to this message:  Jesus of Nazareth is a man that 

God attested to you in powerful and wonderful actions by which God gave signs 

through him right in front of you, as you yourselves know. 23 Jesus was in God’s 

defined purpose and his knowledge of what he was doing, and you, by giving him 

into the power of lawless people, killed him by nailing him up. 24 God raised him 

up! He broke the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in 

death’s grip.  

25 For David says looking toward him:  

“‘I foresaw the Lord before me always,  

 for he’s at my right hand that I not be shaken. 
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26 Therefore my heart was filled with joy,  

 and my tongue exulted;  

but my flesh also will make its dwelling on hope,  
 27 because you won’t abandon my life  

  to the realm of death,  

nor give one who’s holy to you to be destroyed.  
28 You revealed to me paths that give life;  

 with your presence, you’ll fill me with delight.’   [Psalm 16:8-11]  

29 “Brothers and sisters, I can speak to you with confidence about David, our 

ancestor, that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us still today. 
30 But because he was a prophet and knew that God had solemnly promised him 

that one of his descendants would occupy his throne  [Psalm 132:11], 31 with 

foresight he spoke about the resurrection of the Anointed King (Christos), that he 

was neither abandoned to the realm of death, nor was his physical body 

destroyed. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Since 

he has been exalted at the right hand of God and has received from the Father 

the Holy Spirit promised in the prophecy, he poured out this that you yourselves 

are seeing and hearing. 34 For David didn’t ascend into the heavens, but he 

himself says,  

 “The Lord said to my Lord,  

  ‘Sit at my right hand,  

 35 till I set your enemies  

  as a footstool for your feet.’”  [Psalm 110:1] 

36 With certainty, therefore, let all the people of Israel know that God has 

made him both Lord and Anointed King, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  

Peter doesn’t hold back in the emotion and power of his indictment of the people 
in front of him. They were there, they were participants, in that Passover 
travesty when Jesus had been betrayed and killed.   

Peter knew what was at stake. He too and the rest of the disciples had also 
abandoned Jesus.  He knew his own collapse, his bewilderment, his fear, his 
deep sense of guilt.  

He also knew what Jesus did – just saying that was astonishing! Jesus had been very 
thoroughly dead. But there he was, alive, and more than normally alive. Showing 
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them a new kind of life. And there wasn’t a hint of revenge or condemnation. 
Peter had never experienced such love. He didn’t know what to do with it. But it 
had begun to transform his whole way of seeing everything, including himself. 

 

God Works in and with us to Transform our Brokenness  37-43 

Peter wants the people there to feel the intensity of what they’ve done. But he 
knows that that’s not the real proclamation that he has for this Pentecost day: 

Acts 2:37-43 
37 Now when the people heard this, they were stabbed in the heart, and said 

to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “What shall we do, brothers?”  

38 And Peter said to them, “Change your ways of thinking and acting, and let 

every one of you be baptized on the basis of the name of Jesus as Anointed King 

for forgiveness of your sins, and you’ll receive that gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For 

the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far away, everyone 

whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”  

40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued exhorting 

them, saying, “Let God save you from this ‘twisted generation.’” [Deut 32:5] 

41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and God added about 

three thousand lives to the community that day. 42 And they were devoting 

themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the fellowship, to the breaking 

of the bread and the prayers. 43 And an awe came into every life, and many 

wonderful actions and signs were happening through the apostles.  

 

What an amazing outcome. The crowd didn’t rush Peter and the other apostles, 
grab them and throw them out of the city, perhaps kill them. 

They recognized the reality that Peter spoke. They recognized themselves before 
God. This was the God that they had always served and wanted to serve and 
honor.  “What shall we do?” 

There’s not a hint of threat or coercion. There’s a challenging invitation. Very 
challenging. Change your ways of thinking and acting. Repent.  

God’s calling you in a different direction, precisely by this Jesus that you judicially 
murdered. Plunge into him by baptism – probably in one of the many 
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purification pools in front of the Temple. But it’s more than a water wash. It’s 
the release of this sin and all your sins.  But for that to be truly meaningful it has 
to be empowered by God’s Spirit, God’s life, beginning new life in you.  It’s going 
to be a long learning process as disciples, learners.  

But here God breaks even more barriers, the barrier of generations, the barrier of 
time and space. Its for you, your children and all who are far away.  God’s going 
to be working to call all people to himself. 

Many of us would say, Oh, thanks for the offer, but that’s too much. I just wanted 
to add a touch of spirituality to my present situation, you know. 

Well, it’s an offer. It’s an invitation. It’s an invitation into the life of the God of the 
universe. Actually, an awful lot of us humans say no. No to the life of God in our 
life, to God as our God. Death and all it power still reigns in so many lives.  

The Learning Process Must Continue 44-47 

But that day, many welcomed the invitation into a new community and new life. 

Acts 2:44-47 
44 And all who believed were together and began having all things in 

common. 45 And they started selling their possessions and belongings and 

distributing that to all, as any came to have need. 46 And day by day, expressing 

their devotion with one heart in the temple and breaking bread in their homes, 

they were receiving their food with gladness and generosity of heart, 47 praising 

God and having grace toward all the people. 

And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being 

saved. 

The description seems too good to be true. I imagine Luke knew many assemblies 
of believers that didn’t live up to the picture he described. 

But Luke also knew that what this community so rejoiced in was only a beginning of 
the work that God was going to do in them. 

They talked and thought about God’s universal work, but they didn’t believe it in 
reality. There was not a single non-Jew among them, no matter how many 
countries they came from. Many, like Peter himself at this point, wouldn’t even 
think of eating with a Gentile.  Believing in One God who shows no partiality but 
loves every one of his human creatures, is so hard for us broken, self-centered, 
fearful humans.  
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But God lets them feel the great joy of the steps they’ve taken so far. But the work 
of Pentecost has just begun for them.  
The theological work of knowing the Jesus that they’re already committed to.  
The realization of just how far God will go for his creation.  
The breaking of their ingrained prejudices and preconceptions about other 
peoples unlike themselves. (Why couldn’t they be as enlightened as our time 
is!?)  
As Luke shows us, there are Samaritans to include, Ethiopians to bring in, a 
Roman Centurion to welcome.  
There are whole cities, continents, hemispheres to include.   
There are numberless barriers in our very human hearts to break down over and 
over and over again. 

May God bless us and strengthen us and change us and heal us as we learn the 
meaning of Pentecost again and again. 

Amen. 
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Acts 2:1-47   A Community to Welcome All 

1 Kai. evn tw/| sumplhrou/sqai th.n h`me,ran th/j penthkosth/j  
  h=san pa,ntej òmou/ evpi. to. auvto,Å  

2  kai. evge,neto a;fnw evk tou/ ouvranou/ h=coj  
  w[sper ferome,nhj pnoh/j biai,aj  
 kai. evplh,rwsen o[lon to.n oi=kon ou- h=san kaqh,menoi  

3  kai. w;fqhsan auvtoi/j diamerizo,menai glw/ssai ẁsei. puro.j  
  kai. evka,qisen evfV e[na e[kaston auvtw/n(  

4  kai. evplh,sqhsan pa,ntej pneu,matoj a`gi,ou  
 kai. h;rxanto lalei/n e`te,raij glw,ssaij  
  kaqw.j to. pneu/ma evdi,dou avpofqe,ggesqai auvtoi/jÅ  

5  +Hsan de. eivj VIerousalh.m katoikou/ntej VIoudai/oi(  
  a;ndrej euvlabei/j avpo. panto.j e;qnouj tw/n u`po. to.n ouvrano,nÅ  

6  genome,nhj de. th/j fwnh/j tau,thj  
 sunh/lqen to. plh/qoj kai. sunecu,qh(  
  o[ti h;kouon ei-j e[kastoj th/| ivdi,a| diale,ktw| lalou,ntwn auvtw/nÅ  

7  evxi,stanto de. kai. evqau,mazon le,gontej\  
 ouvc ivdou. a[pantej ou-toi, eivsin oì lalou/ntej Galilai/oiÈ  
  8  kai. pw/j h̀mei/j avkou,omen  
  e[kastoj th/| ivdi,a| diale,ktw| h`mw/n evn h-| evgennh,qhmenÈ  

9  Pa,rqoi kai. Mh/doi kai. VElami/tai kai. oi` katoikou/ntej th.n Mesopotami,an( 
 VIoudai,an te kai. Kappadoki,an( Po,nton kai. th.n VAsi,an(  
 10  Frugi,an te kai. Pamfuli,an(  
 Ai;gupton kai. ta. me,rh th/j Libu,hj th/j kata. Kurh,nhn(  
 kai. oi` evpidhmou/ntej ~Rwmai/oi(  
 11  VIoudai/oi, te kai. prosh,lutoi(  
  Krh/tej kai. :Arabej(  
avkou,omen lalou,ntwn auvtw/n tai/j h`mete,raij glw,ssaij  
  ta. megalei/a tou/ qeou/Å  
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12  evxi,stanto de. pa,ntej kai. dihpo,roun(  
 a;lloj pro.j a;llon le,gontej\ ti, qe,lei tou/to ei=naiÈ  

13  e[teroi de. diacleua,zontej e;legon  
  o[ti gleu,kouj memestwme,noi eivsi,nÅ  

14  Staqei.j de. o ̀Pe,troj su.n toi/j e[ndeka  
 evph/ren th.n fwnh.n auvtou/ kai. avpefqe,gxato auvtoi/j\  

a;ndrej VIoudai/oi kai. oi` katoikou/ntej VIerousalh.m pa,ntej(  
 tou/to u`mi/n gnwsto.n e;stw  
  kai. evnwti,sasqe ta. r`h,mata, mouÅ  

15  ouv ga.r w`j ùmei/j u`polamba,nete ou-toi mequ,ousin(  
   e;stin ga.r w[ra tri,th th/j h`me,raj(  

16  avlla. tou/to, evstin to. eivrhme,non dia. tou/ profh,tou VIwh,l\  

 17  kai. e;stai evn tai/j evsca,taij h̀me,raij( le,gei o` qeo,j(  
  evkcew/ avpo. tou/ pneu,mato,j mou evpi. pa/san sa,rka(  
 kai. profhteu,sousin oi` uìoi. u`mw/n kai. aì qugate,rej u`mw/n  
  kai. oi` neani,skoi u`mw/n òra,seij o;yontai  
  kai. oi` presbu,teroi u`mw/n evnupni,oij evnupniasqh,sontai\  
 18  kai, ge evpi. tou.j dou,louj mou kai. evpi. ta.j dou,laj mou  
  evn tai/j h̀me,raij evkei,naij evkcew/ avpo. tou/ pneu,mato,j mou(  
   kai. profhteu,sousinÅ  

 19  kai. dw,sw te,rata evn tw/| ouvranw/| a;nw  
  kai. shmei/a evpi. th/j gh/j ka,tw(  
  ai-ma kai. pu/r kai. avtmi,da kapnou/Å  
 20  ò h[lioj metastrafh,setai eivj sko,toj  
  kai. h` selh,nh eivj ai-ma(  
 pri.n evlqei/n h`me,ran kuri,ou th.n mega,lhn kai. evpifanh/Å  
 21  kai. e;stai pa/j o]j a'n evpikale,shtai to. o;noma kuri,ou swqh,setaiÅ [Joel 2:28-32] 

22  :Andrej VIsrahli/tai( avkou,sate tou.j lo,gouj tou,touj\  

VIhsou/n to.n Nazwrai/on(  
 a;ndra avpodedeigme,non avpo. tou/ qeou/ eivj u`ma/j  
  duna,mesin kai. te,rasin kai. shmei,oij  
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   oi-j evpoi,hsen diV auvtou/ o` qeo.j evn me,sw| u`mw/n  
    kaqw.j auvtoi. oi;date(  

 23  tou/ton th/| w`risme,nh| boulh/| kai. prognw,sei tou/ qeou/ e;kdoton  
   dia. ceiro.j avno,mwn prosph,xantej avnei,late(  
  24  o]n o` qeo.j avne,sthsen  
   lu,saj ta.j wvdi/naj tou/ qana,tou(  
    kaqo,ti ouvk h=n dunato.n  
     kratei/sqai auvto.n ùpV auvtou/Å  

25  Daui.d ga.r le,gei eivj auvto,n\  
 proorw,mhn to.n ku,rion evnw,pio,n mou dia. panto,j(  
  o[ti evk dexiw/n mou, evstin i[na mh. saleuqw/Å  
 26  dia. tou/to huvfra,nqh h` kardi,a mou kai. hvgallia,sato h̀ glw/ssa, mou(  
  e;ti de. kai. h` sa,rx mou kataskhnw,sei evpV evlpi,di(  
 27  o[ti ouvk evgkatalei,yeij th.n yuch,n mou eivj a[|dhn  
  ouvde. dw,seij to.n o[sio,n sou ivdei/n diafqora,nÅ  
 28  evgnw,risa,j moi o`dou.j zwh/j(  
  plhrw,seij me euvfrosu,nhj meta. tou/ prosw,pou souÅ   [Psa 16:8-11] 

29  :Andrej avdelfoi,( evxo.n eivpei/n meta. parrhsi,aj pro.j u`ma/j  
 peri. tou/ patria,rcou Daui.d  
  o[ti kai. evteleu,thsen kai. evta,fh(  
  kai. to. mnh/ma auvtou/ e;stin evn h`mi/n a;cri th/j h`me,raj tau,thjÅ  

30  profh,thj ou=n ùpa,rcwn kai. eivdw.j  
 o[ti o[rkw| w;mosen auvtw/| ò qeo.j  
  evk karpou/ th/j ovsfu,oj auvtou/  
  kaqi,sai evpi. to.n qro,non auvtou/(  
 31  proi?dw.n evla,lhsen  
  peri. th/j avnasta,sewj tou/ Cristou/  
   o[ti ou;te evgkatelei,fqh eivj a[|dhn  
   ou;te h̀ sa.rx auvtou/ ei=den diafqora,nÅ  

32  tou/ton to.n VIhsou/n avne,sthsen ò qeo,j(  
 ou- pa,ntej h̀mei/j evsmen ma,rturej\  

33  th/| dexia/| ou=n tou/ qeou/ ùywqei,j(  
 th,n te evpaggeli,an tou/ pneu,matoj tou/ àgi,ou  



19 

 

  labw.n para. tou/ patro,j(  
 evxe,ceen tou/to  
  o] u`mei/j Îkai.Ð ble,pete kai. avkou,eteÅ  

34  ouv ga.r Daui.d avne,bh eivj tou.j ouvranou,j(  
 le,gei de. auvto,j\  
  ei=pen ÎòÐ ku,rioj tw/| kuri,w| mou\  
   ka,qou evk dexiw/n mou(  
  35  e[wj a'n qw/ tou.j evcqrou,j sou  
   u`popo,dion tw/n podw/n souÅ   [Psa 110:1] 

36  avsfalw/j ou=n ginwske,tw pa/j oi=koj VIsrah.l  
 o[ti kai. ku,rion auvto.n kai. cristo.n evpoi,hsen o` qeo,j(  
  tou/ton to.n VIhsou/n  
   o]n u`mei/j evstaurw,sateÅ  

37  VAkou,santej de. katenu,ghsan th.n kardi,an  
 ei=po,n te pro.j to.n Pe,tron kai. tou.j loipou.j avposto,louj\  
  ti, poih,swmen( a;ndrej avdelfoi,È  

38  Pe,troj de. pro.j auvtou,j\  
 metanoh,sate( Îfhsi,n(Ð  
 kai. baptisqh,tw e[kastoj ùmw/n  
  evpi. tw/| ovno,mati VIhsou/ Cristou/  
   eivj a;fesin tw/n a`martiw/n ùmw/n  
  kai. lh,myesqe th.n dwrea.n tou/ àgi,ou pneu,matojÅ  

 39  ùmi/n ga,r evstin h̀ evpaggeli,a  
   kai. toi/j te,knoij u`mw/n  
   kai. pa/sin toi/j eivj makra,n(  
    o[souj a'n proskale,shtai ku,rioj ò qeo.j h̀mw/nÅ  

40  ète,roij te lo,goij plei,osin diemartu,rato  
   kai. pareka,lei auvtou.j le,gwn\  
 sw,qhte avpo. th/j genea/j th/j skolia/j tau,thjÅ  

41  oì me.n ou=n avpodexa,menoi to.n lo,gon auvtou/  
  evbapti,sqhsan  
 kai. prosete,qhsan evn th/| h`me,ra| evkei,nh| yucai. w`sei. trisci,liaiÅ  
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42  +Hsan de. proskarterou/ntej  
 th/| didach/| tw/n avposto,lwn  
  kai. th/| koinwni,a|(  
 th/| kla,sei tou/ a;rtou  
  kai. tai/j proseucai/jÅ  

43  evgi,neto de. pa,sh| yuch/| fo,boj(  
 polla, te te,rata kai. shmei/a dia. tw/n avposto,lwn evgi,netoÅ  

44  pa,ntej de. oi` pisteu,ontej h=san evpi. to. auvto.  
  kai. ei=con a[panta koina.  
 45  kai. ta. kth,mata kai. ta.j ùpa,rxeij evpi,praskon  
  kai. dieme,rizon auvta. pa/sin  
   kaqo,ti a;n tij crei,an ei=cen\  

46  kaqV h̀me,ran te proskarterou/ntej om̀oqumado.n  
 evn tw/| i`erw/|(  
  klw/nte,j te katV oi=kon a;rton(  
   metela,mbanon trofh/j  
    evn avgallia,sei kai. avfelo,thti kardi,aj  
  47  aivnou/ntej to.n qeo.n  
   kai. e;contej ca,rin pro.j o[lon to.n lao,nÅ  

ò de. ku,rioj proseti,qei tou.j sw|zome,nouj  
  kaqV h̀me,ran evpi. to. auvto,) 

 


